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Claims 

ly/A compound compiising a repeating unit of formula (J) 



(B2-P2)„2 



<P1.B1)— A ^^(B3-P3)^ 



h3 



B4 
M 



ia which.: 

A represents a rdtrogenlatom, a carbon atom, a group -CR^- or an aromatic or 

alicyclic group, which is optionally substituted by a group selected from 
fluorine, chlorine, oyano and a C1-18 cyclic, straight-chain or branched 
alkyl group, which is optionally substituted by a single cyano group or by 
one or more halogen atoms and in which one or more non-adjacent alkyl 
-CH2- groups are optionally replaced by a group selected from — 
--CO-, -CO^O-, -0-C0-, -Si(CH3)2-0-Si(CH3)2- -NRl-, 

-isnR.i-co-, -ao-NRi-, -nrI-co-o-, -O-CO-NRI- 

-NR1-C0-NR1-, |CH=CH-, -CsC- and -0-C0-0-, wherein Rl 
represents a hydrogen atom or lower alkyl, 

M represents a repeatinff monom er unit; 

nl to n^ each independently represent 0 or an integer having a value of from 1 to 3, 
with the proviso that 1 < n^ + n^ + < 4; 

pl, p2, p3 each independently represents a photoactive group; and 
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BltoB4 eachindcpendentlyrepresentaLdueofgeneialfonnulan 



S3-f-ci 



inwliicli 



n 



Sl to S3 



mdepcndenfly r^J , ^ , ^ ^^^^^^^ 

ftom a C,.^ straights or U,ch«l alkylene g™„p, which is optionally 
subs.«^ ^ a single „^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ J 

m wmch on= or more non-Jljaccnt alkytoe -CH2. group, are optionally 
replaced by a group sele,^ from -0-. -GO-. -CO-0- -O-CO- 
-Si(CH3)2-0-Si(CH3)2-./ -NRl-, -NRl-CO-. -CO-NRl- 
-NRI-CO-0-. -O-CO-^il-. -N1.1-CO-NR1-. ^=CH- -C-C- 
and -O-CO-O- wherein i' is as defined above, 

■ C: and C2 eacb independently repreints an aron^c or an aUcyaUc g:oup. wMch is 
op„ substituted by I group selected fio» fluorine, chlorine, cyano or 
.a C,.,; cychcstraight-c^ or branched aDcyl g„,up, which is optionally 
subsntuted by a single iano gto,^ or by one or n.ote halogen atotns and 

m which one or more/non-adiaoent aBcvI rrr 

, ^ ^ / ^ ^ ™r groups are optionally 

r^laced by a group Selected from -0-, -CO-. -CO-O- -O-CO- 

-Si(CH3)2-0-Si(CH^-. _NR1_. .NRl_co-. -CO-NRi-' ^ 
-NR1-C0-0-. -ai;0-NRl-. -NRl-co-NRi-, -al=CH- -C=C- 

and -O-CO-O- whUt Rl represents a hydrogen atom or loJer aDeyl 
and I 

n4 and are each indeperidently 0 or 1 . 

2.. A compound according to fclaini 1. in which P' to P= are selected from the General 
formulae ma and mb: ' " 
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Y 



nib 



wherein the broken line indicates the point of linkage to and wherein: 

D represents pyiimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,5-diyl, 2,5-fhiophenylene, 
2,5-furaaylene, 1,4- lor 2,6-naphthylene; a phenylene group, which is 
optionally substituted py a group selected from fluorine, chlorine, cyano; or a 
Ci.18 cycUc, straight-chain or branched alkyl residue, which is optionally 
substituted by a single cyano group or by one or more halogen groups and in 
which one or more iJbn-adjacent alkyl -CH2- groups are optionally replaced 



X,Y 



by a group se! 



-Si(CH3)2-0-Si(CH3)2-. -NRI-, ^NR1-C0-, -C0-NR1--, 



-NRI-CO-O-, -O 



jcted from -O- -CO-, -0-C0-, 



CO-NRl-, --NRI-CO-KRI-, -CH=CH-, -OC- and 



— O— CO— O— , where: n rMs as defined above; 



represents — OR^, — ^JR'^R^ or an oxygen atom, which defines together with 
the ring D a counLaiin unit, wherein R^, R'* and R^ are selected from 
hydrogen and a Ci-is cychc, straight-chain or branched alkyl residue, which is 
optionally substitut ed by one or more halogen atoms and in which one or 
more non-adjacent 



selected from ~0— 
r5 .together form a 
each independent!; 



alkyl -CH2. groups are optionally replaced by a group 
CO- -C0-0-, -0-C0~ and -CH=CH-, or r4 and 
C5-8 alicychc ring; 

represent hydrogen, fluorine, chlorine, cyano or a C1.12' 



alkyl group, which/ is optionally substituted by fluorine and in which one or 
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more ^on-adjaceBt aDcyl .CH2- groups are optionally replay 
selected from -O- -C0-0-. -O-CO- and -CH=CH- 



a group 



R2 



-CO-1 



3. 



fO] 



.s opfonally sub«in«=d by a ™^ccyafl^„p „ „^ 
^n. and „ wMoh one c^^on-adjacen. aiiy, .CH^. groups L 
n>dcpend=ntly optiomjlr^laced by a group selected fion. -0-, -CO- 
-C0-0-, -Q^, -Si(CH3)2-0-Si(CH3)2-. -NRl-. -NRl-CO-.' 

-NR1-C0-0-. -O^O-NRl-, -NR1-CO-NR1-' 
-CH-. -C=C- and -0-C0-0-. wherein R> is as defined above. 
Jon-pound according to Clain. I or Qain. 2. in which a.e repeating »it of 
CD conges a. leas. 50% of «e H.onon.er building blocks c„n,priaing the 
compoW of formula (I). ''"^S me 

4. A compoV according to any one of claims 1 to 3 m wh,Vh *u (^""^ 
„\ ^iJAw i lo J, in wiucn the etoudVm i<5 ) 

~ fi^ agylate; me.hacryla.e^2-chlcroac^Ute; 2-pheryjS? 

^lanude. naWylamide, 2-chloroacylannde and 2-pheny,ac:ylanndr the" 

n-trogen aton. ofW is cptionaUy substituted by a lower aUcyl group- Wl 

ed^cr; vn.yl ester; aWne derivative; sfloxane; imide; anuc acid- an^; acrM 

esters; aandimide; nial Wd derivatives and ftmaric acid derivatives. 

5. A method of mjpufect^g, a:.^compound of formula m . 

r . . \ ~ . ^-i.. xoimuia (ij compnsinfi the 

polymensationof oneormor\i3re-fimsli<-Hr»^«« . x- s u^c 

^ — ^ 

6. A memod of manuiac^g aV.ound of iomtuU (I) ^ur^rising ^eactiug a 
pho^active denvative^Ja toct.^ poller analogae of apoI,n.er accordL. 
to Claim 1. \ . 

7. A polymer layer comprising a campound\fonnula (I) in cross-linked form. 

8. A polymer lay^c^ to Claim 7. which is an orientatil^^^^ optica, 
or an electro-qpacai-device. 
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9. Use of a compound acco^dSag to any one of claims 1 to 4 in the manufacture of aa 
optical or an electrO;^^plsLcal device. 

r^^^^ 1^- ^ optical or an electro-optical device comprising a compound according to any 
^/ one of claims 1 to 4. 



11. An optical or an electro-optical device comprising a layer according to Claim 7 or 
ClaiAs. 



12. A compound of formula (I), which is Poly-[l-[ll-[5-[4-[(£)-2-methoxy- 
carbonyl!Rdnyl]benzoyloxy]-2-[6-[2-met^^ 
phenoxy]mcyhexyl]benzoyloxyjundecyloxyca^^ 

plO 13- A cono^jouAd of formula (I), which is Poly-[l-[ll-[(£;£)-2,5-di-[6-[2-methoxy- 

-4-(methoxyc^bonylvinyl)phenoxy]oxyhexyl]benzoyloxy]undecy^^ 
O -methyiethyieri^. 

last: 
■is 4; 
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